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Next Month: Annual Meeting - Open House 



BftlEF NOTES ON THE SECOND WIFE OF 
THOMAS BLOUNT (DIED CA. 1706) 

- Some publications indicate that the second wife 

of Thomas Blount was Mary ( ) Scott, wife of 

Joseph Scott. This may have come from a 
misreading of the original of OB Bl of Chowan Co., 
NC, which Margaret M. Hoffman reports in her 
book, Chowan Precinct North Carolina Genealogical 
Abstracts of Deed Books, 1696-1723as entry #944 
pg. 407, and in this fashion: 

"Thomas Blount of Bath Co., Gentleman eldest 
son of Captain Thomas Blount of Albemarle Co., 
gentleman deed, by Mary his wife, late the wife of 
Joseph Scott of Perquimans to Thomas Lee of 
Chowan Prect., Gentleman 24 Jan 1716/7..." 

Among the publications showing this Mary as 
the wife of Joseph Scott are the frequently quoted 
Blount and Blunt chart, copyright 1902, by H. M. B. 
Prescott, and the book, Blounts of Pitt County, 
North Carolina, by C. Sylvester Green, 1978. 

However, in The Colonial Records of North 
Carolina, Higher Court Records, there appear two 
entries which show that this Mary was the wife of 
Joshua Scott, not Joseph. One entry is on page 261 
of the 1670-1696 volume: 

"Mr. Thomas Blount and Mary his wife presents 
Inventory of the estate of Joshua Scot deceased 
upon Oath and Grace Scott daughter of the said 
Joshua Scott being fourteen yeares of age makes 
Choice of the said Thomas Blount for her Guardian. 
Ordered that the said Tho. Blount take into his 
Custody all the Estate of the said Grace Scott giving 
security according to law." [1696] 

The other entry is on page 372 of the 1697- 
1701 volume: 

"Capt. Thos Blount and Mary his Wife By theire 
humble Petition Praying That the said Mary may be 
Possessed with that part of the Land that was left 



her by the Will of Joshua Scott her Late Deceased 
husband and the Honorable Court haveing 
Considered the Premisses and Examinied the Will of 
the said Joshua Scott are of the Opinion that the 
aforesaid Mary Wife of Capt. Thos. Blounte hath a 
Right to what is above six hundred Acres of the 
Plantation whereon Wm. Frayley Lives that is to say 
all the Land the said Scott was possessed with." [1 
August 1700] 

Hathaway, in NC Historical and Genealogical 
Register, v. 3, p 211 & 212, notes that Joshua Scott 
and Mary were the parents of Grace Scott (21 Sep 
1682) and Sarah Scott (20 Mar 1685). Joshua 
Scott, in his will dated 8 Jan 1685/6, mentions his 
wife Mary, daughters Grace and Sarah (both "not 
yet of age"), and his late father, Joseph Scott. 

It should be noted that William Frayley (also 
spelled Friley, et al.) married Grace Scott, possibly 

circa 1698. Further, Mary ( ) Scott Blount 

married Thomas Lee after the death of Thomas 
Blount. Thus the various persons named in all the 
sources cited above are connected. 

Interestingly, Thomas Blount wrote a will dated 
4 August 1701 and according to Bradley, Early 
Records of North Carolina, Vol IV, entry #55, that 
will was probated 30 Oct 1701 before N. Chevin. 
However, the original of that will filed in NC 
Archives has appended a statement that it was 
proven 28 March 1706 before Thomas Cary. Grimes, 
North Carolina Wills and Inventories, p. 63, and in 
Abstract of North Carolina Wills, p. 36, shows a will 
of Thomas Blount dated 3 September 1701, and 
probated 28 March 1706. The NC Archives has also 
the will of Thomas Blount dated 3 September 1701 
but does not show a date of probate for that 
version; NC Archives has also a "true copy" of the 
will of Thomas Blount that includes much of the 
language of the \/ers\pr\ of 3 September 1701 but 
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the "true copy" appears to bear the date of 3 
December 1701 and it does not show a date of 
probate. Thus, from these entries we car\ guess 
that Thomas Blount died between September 1701 
and March 1706. 

Mary ( ) Scott Blount then married 

Thomas Lee. She wrote her will 26 September 1716 
("wife of Capt. Thomas Lee and late widow of Capt. 
Thomas Blount") and this was proven 31 October 
1716 according to that record in NC Archives." 
(Eugene Chesson, 640 Cosmos Way, Prescott, AZ 86303 
September 5, 1998) 

From Rodney De5hields; 

At the start of the Civil War in the United 
States in 1861, there were 40 million white 
population; there were 4-million black slaves, 10% of 
the population; 385,000 white families were slave- 
owners, less than 10% of the white population; 
350,000 people of color were free; 10% of free 
blacks owned property (35,000); 2% of free blacks 
owned slaves, one (1) in 80free blacks owned slaves. 
There was a free black population in the U. S. 
before 1650; slavery was outlawed in the U. S. after 
1808 but was not abolished until the 1863 
Emancipation Proclamation. (Source: "Mothers of 
Invention" by Drew C. Faust. American Heritage? eh. 
March 1997.) (Editor's note: Rodney recently 
underwent surgery.) 
Obituaries of Locallnterest; 

Native of County Dies in Virginia: 

"Mrs. Mary Louise (Mollie) Hardison Twiddy, a native 
of this county, died in a Norfolk hospital early Sunday 
morning. She had made her home in Norfolk at 907 Lee 
Street, since 1940. 

"The daughter of the late Julius and Julia Anna 
Hopkins Hardison, she was born in Williams Township 74 
years ago. Following her marriage to James Barnes she 
located in Washington County and spent most of her life 
there. Her second marriage was to William 0. Twiddy. 

"The funeral service is being conducted this 
afternoon at the Saints Delight Church in Washington 
County by the Rev. I. R. Baccus, pastor of the Pentecostal 
Church, Norfolk. Interment will be in the church cemetery 
in Washington County. 

"Surviving besides her husband are a son, Durham 
Barnes of Plymouth, N. C; six step-daughters, Mrs. Mrytle 
McManus, Mrs. Gertie Knight, Mrs. Annie Kennion, Mrs. 
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Odell Paul and Mrs. Isabelle Hanna, all of Norfolk, and 
Mrs. Ada Hardison, of Jamesville, N.C.,; a sister, Mrs. 
Minnie Styron, of Plymouth; three brothers, Luther and 
Ernest Hardison of Plymouth, and Church Hardison, of 
Roper; two grandchildren and 21 step-grandchildren." 
Tuesday, February 8, 1955; The Enterprise, Williamston, NC 
Contributed by Barbara Modiin Revels. 

Julian Warren Washington Harrison: 

"Our dear Brother J. W. W. Harrison fell peacefully 
asleep in Jesus at his home near Plymouth, North Carolina 
November 16, 1925. He was the son of Isaac and Sabra (?) 
E. Harrison, - was born July 14, 1855, was married to 
Alexena Everett November 19, 1874. they lived together 
51 years and there were born to them six children, - four 
sons and two daughters, Warren, John and William 
preceded him to the grave; Luthter L Harrison of New 
York City, Mrs. Edgar Bateman and Mrs. A. L. Alexander 
both of Plymouth, North Carolina. He united with the 
church of Morrattock in 1874, was chosen deacon of the 
church and which office he faithfully filled for a number 
of years. Later he was licensed to preach. His faithfulness 
and devotion is worthy of mention for he never missed his 
meeting days at church unless illness stood in the way. He 
was a strong believer in the doctrine of salvation by grace. 
Devotion to his church and to his Sod was his greatest 
joy. We feel that he was a Primitive Baptist indeed, and in 
truth and will be greatly missed. He was a good husband 
and father. May the dear Lord bless his dear companion 
and children to meet him in the land where sorrow will be 
no more. Funeral services were conducted by his brother 
N. H. Harrison in the presence of a large concourse of 
relatives and friends after which his body was placed in 
the family burial ground to await the resurrection when it 
will come forth in the likeness of the blessed Redeemer," 
Written by his brother, A. L. Harrison. Front Royal, Virginia. 
Advocate and Messenger. December 1926. (Contributed by 
Barbara Modiin Revels) 

From our mailboxes: 

Leedy Ambrose 

"I need to thank you and the WCGS for two things: 
1st. For letting us know about the Creswell article in 
Our State Magazine. I subscribed with the provision 
that I could get the Aug. issue-I got it last week. 
2nd. I purchased the Cemetery Book and within five 
minutes after it arrived I was able to verify a name 
of a relative in my Ambrose line. Hope there are 
more cemetery books (Creswell) in the works. 
Thanks again... Leedy w 



A Publication of Washington County Genealogical Society, PO Box 567, Plymouth NC 27962-0567 



3 Volume XII No. 9 



September 2001 



Ray Gurganus: Thanks for your offer. I have two 
sets of Washington Co data. All of the details, 
ancestry, children, etc. can be found on my website, 
http://www.QurQanus.org {Ray's response is to our 
online request for queries or family data.) 
1) First, my list of Gurganus's related to Washington 
Co. I am collecting ANY Gurganus of any spelling 
variation, ; anywhere, any time before 1900. I 
welcome anything that anyone has to add or correct. 
Here are the ones I have: 
Name Birth-Death Spouse 
Adel Elizabeth Gurganus 1880-1964 
Alexander Orvis Gurganus 1853-1916 
Aliie Viola Gurganus 1886-1972 
Amanda B. Gurganus 1852-1934 Edmon Baker Waters 
Arabella Gurganus 1845- Lewis Bennett 
Brightman S. Gurganus 1836- 
Dora Gurganus 1873- Harry Guythas 
Eliphiet Gurganous 1815- Angeline Hetty Ange 
Eugene Alfred Gurganus 1889-1935 
Eugene Battle Gurganus 1856-1915 Missouri Elizabeth 
Davenport 

Henry Snowden Gurganus 1825-1911 Claricy Hutchins Ange 
Henry Snowden Gurganus Annie Thomas Archbell 
Ira Dean Gurganus 1883-1945 

Joanna Hutchins Gurganus 1863-1960 Manley Macon 
Respess 

John AAasterson Gurganus 1802-1876 Prudence Ange 

John R. Gerganus 1851- 

John W. Gurganus 1842-1896 Cary A. Gardner 

Joseph Gray Gurganus 1848-1887 Anne Priscilla Swain 

Joseph Gray Gurganus 1876-1950 

Josephus Gurganus 1880-1955 Robert Ann Gurganus 

Kenedy Gerganus 1810- Winnerford 

Lovey Gurganus 1839- Alfred J. Jackson 

Matilda Jacqueline Gurganus 1837-1923 Levi Jackson Jr. 

Nancy M. Gerganus 1854- 

Neily W. Gerganus 1859- 

Onward Battle Gurganus 1894-1958 

Permilla F. Gurganus 1842-1923 George Senate 

Prudence Elizabeth Gurganus 1844- George Wiley Oliver 

Russell Elbert Gurganus 1896-1940 

William Camida Gurganous 1847- Mary Sullivan 

Winnerford A. Gerganus 1856- 

Winona Clara Gurganus 1899- 

2) Second, from the books by Marilu Burch Smallwood, 
here are the Washington Co names. I'm not seeking any 
more information, but it is available for others to gain from. 
? Johnson Amelia Mackey 



Alice Bowen 

Amelia Mackey 1810-1883 Thomas Pollard Sr. 

Annie Fagan 1894- Samuel Romulus "Rome" Biggs Jr. 

Caroline Rice Martin Lucas 

Cora Dunston 1871-1932 James Hinton Hodges 

Deborah Tetterton Ebenezer William Gaylord Jr. 

Elizabeth Davison (?) Robert Davison 

Franklin Friley Fagan 

Friley Chesson C\ara Mariah Biggs 

Leila Swain Alpheus "Allie" Styron 

Levi Ives Fagan 1844-1894 Emily Wood 

Mary Ann Trotter 1802-1848 Samuel Latham 

Permelia Frances Mason 1854-1906 Thomas Pollard 

Robert Davison Elizabeth Davison (?) 

Thomas Respass ->1861 

Thomas J. Latham 1843- Eliza J. Waters 

JAME5 EDWARD 5PEMCER, SR. 

Mr. James was a native of Jackson, GA., born 24 
May 1909, he was the son of the late George and 
Ada Lou Hale Spencer; he was a retired machine 
shop operator and welder and was the oldest living 
member of Union Chapel OFWB Church where he 
taught Sunday School and was active in Scouting. His 
wife, Minnie Mae Craddock Spencer, preceded him 
in death 16 November 1998. He died 13 August 2001; 
with services at Union Chapel; burial at Hillside 
Memorial Gardens with Masonic Rites by 
Perseverance Lodge # 59, A. F. <5t A. M. Casket 
bearers were: Ken Spencer, Jimmy Swaff ord, Chuck 
Whitf ord, Donald Ray Craddock, Ernest Ray Frame 
and Louie Hal Askew. 

Survivors include his daughter, Gail Spencer 
White, Cresweli; son Eddie Spencer and wife Martha 
Roberson Spencer, Elizabeth City; sister: Edna S. 
Lunsford, Tucker GA; 4 grandchildren; 2 great- 
grandchildren; he was preceded in death by son-in- 
law Jack W. White; brothers Ponder, Tommy, Homer 
and A. G. Spencer: sisters: Joe S. Whitaker; Mary 
Ada Fish; Marie S. Swaff ord and Annie Spencer. 

Welcome Mew Members: 

Carol A. Lolli, - researching: Woodley, Wynne, 
Tarkington, Phelps, and Spruill And: Mary Liegeot - 
researching Peed and Askew (Askew Reunion was 
held recently). 

Don't Forget Annual Meeting - October 
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Editorial: 

We are thankful for all material submitted for inclusion in WCGS News- it is not our purpose nor our intent 
to document this material, merely to share it for the benefit of other researchers. Next month, we will have 
more bible records submitted by Virginia Haire - we are purposely limiting the size of this issue so as to have 
copies available at Concord Homecoming on 15 th September. We have other material from members. 

We'll have annual meeting and open house in October - when the public will be invited to stop by and share 
family histories, photographs, Bible records, group or ancestor charts. Watch the Washington County web 
site; the local papers for more on this meeting. This will be the last general meeting of the year but we hope 
to plan some work sessions for mid-week to do additional research, organize WCGS publications, visit area 
repositories. These work sessions are open to all members - no business of WCGS will be conducted. After 
the October meeting, our next regular meeting will be Third Sunday, January 2002 at First OFWB Church 
Plymouth NC. 

We appreciate, too, messages of concern for our country being shared through e-mail - messages urging 
all of us to pray for America. Thank you, too, for the wonderful reception of Veronica Jones Haskett's 
Washington County Cemeteries - Vol. I. Her mother has not been well and cards most certainly would be 
appreciated. 



Shirleyan Beacham Phelps 
shirleyanphclps@sprintmail.com 
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Barbara AAodlin Revels - Sec. & Treasurer 
Virginia C. Haire - VP 
Washington County Genealogical Society 
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